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Here is AlEastmanandRaeCoy |l e wi t h Raeos:s
that Rae donated to the Greenwood Military Aviation Museum on Feb-
ruary 12" for permanent display.

The 2014,

4™ annual Helis
on Ice,
=% with 23 pilots brav-
== ing the February cold
with a bonfire and
hot chilli to keep the
cold away.
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PRIDIS EON GREENWOOD MILITARY AVIATION MUSEUM.

PRESENTED BY AL EASMAN, PHOTOS BY AL AND RAE.

| travelled with Rae Coyle to Greenwood
on February 12th where Rae presented
his museum quality mosquito to the
Greenwood Military Aviation Museum

for permanent display. Rae chose to do-
nate the Mosquito there because Green-
wood had a squadron
ating during the Second World War, and he felt it
would be a good fit. It is indeed!

We were greeted at the museum by Curator Bryan
Nelson who introduced us to Col (Ret'd) Brian Hand-
ley, President and CEO of the Museum Society and
Major Robert A Johnson, CD , who is 14 Wing Heri-
tage Officer and the museum's General Manager.
These gentlemen set us up in a quiet area where we
got the mossie assembled and ready for the turnover.
Major Johnson indicated he would hang the model in a
banked position with the gear and flaps down simulat-
ing a final turn onto the runway .

During our visit Rae and | were exceptionally lucky in
getting a personal guided tour by Col Handley which
included the restoration shop out back. Several large
and demanding projects are being worked on there by
the museum volunteers. Most impressive is the Boling-
broke restoration. About half the fuselage for that
plane has been completed and work continues on the
forward section and the wings. Of particular interest to
me was the way in which the windows for the Boling-
broke are being tediously fashioned using wooden
plugs over which the plexiglass sections are formed.
Trial and error is resulting in the accurate fabrication of
these unusually shaped parts.

Unbelievable is the only word to describe how the re-
cently finished Anson came from the broken and tat-
tered aircraft sections | once saw sitting outside some
years ago. We saw photographs of those bits on
Wednesday and there is only amazement when view-
ing the Anson sitting there today. The Bolingbroke sec-
tions and wings were in a similar wrecked state and
the museum volunteers are recovering a plane from
those as well.

Work is continuing on bringing their Lancaster back to
its original military configuration from maritime patrol
modifications that had been made. That mod had
changed the Lancaster nose by adding a sixteen inch
plug which significantly changed the plane's profile..
The Lanc sits outside at the moment minus its nose
and spinners alongside a Lockheed Neptune, a
Canadair Argus, a pedestal mounted T-33 and a Boe-
ing Vertol CH-113 Labrador. A DC-3 which Col Hand-
ley fondly refers to as a "dak" (he used to fly them) is

being painted and will be added to the display this
summer.

Many interesting displays and dioramas fill the mu-
seum interior including the histories, medals and pho-
tos of some notable Nova Scotia and Canadian Mili-
tary heroes. A walk through the simulator section of
the Argus patrol aircraft with working instrumentation
and sound is worth taking in as is the Sperwer UAV
(Drone) which hangs from the ceiling. Various engines
are on display, some of them cutaway models show-
ing internal workings. Examples of aircrew uniforms
and paintings of notable aviation actions and other
artifacts fill every available space. The museum has
an excellent gift shop and a superb cafeteria with tasty
and inexpensive meals.

It had been quite a few years since | first visited this
museum and it has grown into a very impressive facil-
ity with a lot of great displays and artifact. | highly rec-
ommend a visit!

Rae pre- t
sents the
model to
Col
(Ret'd)
Brian
Handley,
President
and CEO
of the
Museum
Soci- L
ety. Col Handley is a former base commander at
Greenwood. In the background is the museum's re-
cently restored Avro Anson. This amazing restoration
took place over a number of years and it alone is
worth a visit.

Rae brings
the mossie
inside and
shows the
retract z
mechanism to
Col Handley
and Major
Robert A.
Johnson, CD,
who is 14 i
Wing Heri- ‘ - -

tage Officer and the museum's General Manager.
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CONTINUED FROM PAGETWO BY AL EASTMAN, PHOTOS BY AL AND RAE.

Rae shows The com-
his docu- pleted Anson
mentation on display.
for the These planes
model were assem-
which has a bled and test
wing span flown in Am-
of 81 herst during
inches and the Second
is painted in World War.
418 squad-
ron, City of This photo
Edmonton : shows the
col- Anson interior
ours. Rae says this Canadian squadron never oper- with period
ated in Canada, but flew extensively in England. radio gear at
left. The
cockpit right

seat is fitted
slightly aft of
the pilot seat
similar

to the ar-
rangement in
the mosquito.

The mu-
seum's Lan-
caster nose
is shown

Wednesday is school day at the museum which regu- here in the
larly hosts school tours. Here students get some first- shop for
hand information on the Anson. Note the model to the modifications
right which is finished in clear material on one side to to take it
show construction of the full size Anson. This model back to its
rotates on a display stand. original war-
time state.

The Mossie as we left it Wednesday soon to
be hung in flying position.

Rae sits in the cockpit of the Anson.



