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The rescue of a Quad from the on top heat-
ing units in the gym at Truro indoor March 

25th 2015. More on page four. 

Halifax Electric 

Flyers Associa-

tion March 

break at Lake 

Echo Commu-

nity Center. 

More on page 

two and three. 

chansen@nbnet.nb.ca 

Vic and Steve getting their glider-tow ready 

for a flight with help from Dennis at the Kent-

ville annual Indoor Fun Fly, more on page six 

and seven. 

Edmundston landmark leaving for 

Edmonton AB, more on page five. 

Hi everybody, could 

you please take a few 

minutes of  your time 

and try to send me 

something to use 

here in this News 

Letter, it be a picture 

or an up coming  

gathering thatõs going 

on in your club or 

area, don't forget this is 

your way to inform the 

Zone about what is 

going on in your neck of 

the woods, so please 

let me know at  



Following an invitation from the Lake Echo Community cen-
ter just outside Dartmouth, members of the Halifax Electric 
Flyers Association (HEFA), participated in an indoor flying 
day on March 20th. The event, part of a March break camp 
at the center was organized by Vic Rusgys and Mary Jef-
ferson .  
Dartmouth mod-
eler John 
O'Sullivan  was 
the center of at-
tention when he 
brought out a 
large box of 12" 
Free Flight Spar-
row gliders he 
had built for the 
event. The little 
gliders are 
John's design 
and he used to 
campaign them 
during his popu-
lar school building courses a few years ago. The gliders 
were built from supplies donated by John Hatt of Maritime 
Crafts and Hobbies. John and his shop have been sup-
porting model clubs in their activities for years.  
Fourteen children were in attendance and quickly got that 
many gliders zipping around the gymnasium.  It wasn't long 
before some were back for repairs while others needed 
complete replacement. Luckily John had built twenty one so 
there were extras to take up the slack. Later in the day 
John posted the following on the HEFA forum:  
"The two hours passed too quickly and the kids were still 
flying as energetically at the end as at the start. About 14 
kids took part and were seriously interested in learning 
about aeronautics. They were polite, very interested and 
asked very relevant questions and maintained their interest 
throughout the whole session. If these kids are representa-
tive of our upcoming generation, Canada has no worries 
about its future. Their interest never waned and they were 
very impressed with the demonstration of fixed wing and 
multicopter models. They took to the Sparrow Chuck glider 
like they had flown before. Having set up the model to take 
a catapult launch made the flights interesting. Two models 
ended up in the roofing beams, one of which was retrieved 
by Vic with an accurate basketball throw. 
Vic, Mary, Richard and Al Eastman provided the attendants 
with a variety of models and information and who knows; 
maybe we can get some serious follow-up from these kids 
in continuing in a model airplane hobby. It was interesting 
to see a ratio of at least two girls for each boy, and their 
interest was equally as good. This ratio follows my previous 

building courses with the Richards brothers and John 
Davies (over 15 years of 10 week courses), where we 
found that the girls building and flying skills were supe-
rior. Vic gave them a presentation on the basics of control 
systems in an R/C model and Al introduced them to 
drone flying and how benign these models could be. Al 
performed launch exercises from their hands with his 
quad. What a constructive way of spending an afternoon, 
educating children in the beauty of flight and what it 
means to our future. We started with 21 Sparrows and 
after the first hour they were beginning to show some 
wear and tear, with a couple of repair stations going full 
time to keep all models airborne. All attendants ended the 
session with flyable models; some even had two, so eve-
rything worked out fine. Vic, Richard, Al and I also gave 
demonstrations of typical indoor R/C models which were 
very well received.ò 
Prior to the 
RC flying 
demonstra-
tion Vic Rus-
gys explains 
the intricacies 
of a model 
airplane. Vic 
is a well 
known mod-
eler and a full 
time helicop-
ter pilot at the nearby Shearwater base. 

Here Vic makes 
one of many 
repairs needed 
during the two 
hour event. 
Some models 
needed a full 
replacement 
before thing 
wound up and a 
couple ended 
lodged in the 

gym rafters. Vic was able to dislodge one, one his very 
first throw, but all further at-
tempts to retrieve the second 
failed. 
 
Vic and Mary brought an assort-
ment of colored markers which 
allowed the children to custom-
ize their machines. 
More on Page three. 
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PHOTOS AND TEXT BY AL EASTMAN AND JOHN OõSULLIVAN. 

Here is John demonstrating the launch technique.  

HEFA member Richard Giles attempts to retrieve a 
stuck glider from the rafters.  It was not easy and Vic 
made the only good shot of the afternoon. 

I was amazed at the speed these little gliders left the elas-
tic band powered launcher and despite the ten frames per 
second setting on my camera I missed a photo of most of 
the launches. Here are several where I was successful. 
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